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Harold	
  Fournelle	
  1950	
  	
  
In	
  1950,	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Public	
  Health	
  Service	
  as	
  a	
  commissioned	
  officer	
  and	
  
had	
  two	
  job	
  possibiliPes:	
  CincinnaP	
  Ohio	
  or	
  Anchorage	
  Alaska.	
  He	
  drove	
  his	
  1950	
  
Ford	
  up	
  the	
  Alcan	
  Highway,	
  arriving	
  Anchorage	
  August	
  11.	
  He	
  was	
  	
  41	
  years	
  old.	
  

“There	
  certainly	
  are	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  liquor	
  stores	
  here”	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1950	
  	
  

August	
  23,	
  1950	
  

Galewood	
  :	
  	
  	
  104	
  …	
  then	
  2511	
  …	
  then	
  2503	
  …	
  today	
  2513	
  
September	
  3,	
  1950	
   September	
  30,	
  1950	
  

Aug	
  24.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
My	
  dear	
  Louise	
  –	
  

	
  	
  	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  fellows	
  here	
  told	
  me	
  about	
  a	
  building	
  constructor	
  who	
  was	
  
building	
  new	
  homes.	
  I	
  went	
  over	
  there	
  then	
  and	
  made	
  an	
  inquiry.	
  They	
  took	
  me	
  
out	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  addiPon	
  being	
  built	
  up.	
  It’s	
  known	
  as	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  and	
  apparently	
  
was	
  started	
  about	
  a	
  year	
  ago.	
  The	
  homes	
  out	
  there	
  now	
  are	
  very	
  nice.	
  They	
  
showed	
  me	
  2	
  houses	
  they	
  have	
  le^.	
  They	
  are	
  well	
  under	
  way	
  in	
  construcPon	
  
and	
  are	
  scheduled	
  to	
  be	
  completed	
  by	
  Oct	
  1.	
  The	
  enPre	
  building	
  project	
  in	
  
Rogers	
  Park	
  is	
  financed	
  through	
  the	
  Alaska	
  Housing	
  Authority.	
  	
  	
  

	
  He	
  acquired	
  a	
  $14,000	
  25-­‐year	
  mortgage.	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  in	
  the	
  1950s	
  

John	
  and	
  Joe	
  	
  December	
  1950	
   January	
  1954:	
  Flooding	
  Back	
  Yard	
  

Summer	
  1951	
  
ConstrucPng	
  Oil	
  Shed	
  

Meter	
  Readers	
  January	
  1956	
  
Summer	
  1952	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1951	
  …	
  2009	
  
• 	
  I	
  take	
  a	
  working	
  vacaPon	
  in	
  summer	
  2009,	
  house	
  sidng	
  on	
  Coeonwood	
  
• 	
  My	
  brother	
  asks	
  me	
  to	
  try	
  to	
  find	
  info	
  about	
  “plane	
  crash	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  in	
  
1951”	
  (he	
  scanned	
  and	
  emailed	
  me	
  the	
  clipping	
  our	
  mother	
  kept)	
  

	
  I	
  search	
  and	
  find	
  it	
  at	
  the	
  
Anchorage	
  Public	
  Library…	
  

One	
  
thing	
  
leads	
  to	
  
another	
  
…	
  



1. Who	
  was	
  Rogers?	
  
2. Who	
  built	
  the	
  oldest	
  cabin	
  in	
  RP?	
  When?	
  
3.  How	
  did	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  sub-­‐division	
  come	
  to	
  be?	
  
4. What	
  was	
  the	
  AfricanAmerican	
  sub-­‐division	
  across	
  

Fireweed	
  Lane?	
  Who	
  lived	
  there?	
  	
  
5. Who	
  was	
  Joe	
  Traversie?	
  
6. Why	
  was	
  that	
  community	
  “urban	
  renewed”	
  away	
  

in	
  the	
  1960s?	
  

Six	
  QuesPons	
  I	
  am	
  trying	
  to	
  answer:	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1947	
  …	
  1963	
  
1.	
  1947-­‐April	
   2.	
  1950-­‐June	
  

3.	
  1959-­‐May	
   4.	
  1963-­‐May	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  Becky	
  Orford,	
  AK	
  State	
  Library	
  Juneau	
  

“the	
  official	
  story”	
  



But	
  …original	
  homesteads	
  in	
  area…	
  

Courtesy	
  of	
  Meg	
  Hayes	
  



But	
  based	
  upon	
  Recorders	
  Office	
  Records:	
  

1.  1920	
  MarPn	
  D.	
  
McMahon	
  starts	
  
homesteading	
  the	
  
future	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  

SecPons	
  in	
  Township	
  13,	
  North	
  of	
  
Range	
  3	
  West,	
  Seward	
  Meridian	
  

20	
  

29	
  



Based	
  upon	
  Recorders	
  Office	
  Records	
  

1.  1920	
  MarPn	
  D.	
  McMahon	
  starts	
  homesteading	
  the	
  future	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  
2.  1923	
  (March	
  30)	
  McMahon	
  is	
  granted	
  a	
  homestead	
  patent	
  
3.  1923	
  (March	
  30)	
  McMahon	
  leases	
  to	
  M.	
  J.	
  Conroy	
  
4.  1929	
  (April	
  24)	
  McMahon	
  sells	
  to	
  Christopher	
  M.	
  Dolan	
  (of	
  Fairbanks)	
  ..

160	
  acres,	
  “the	
  said	
  tract	
  being	
  known	
  as	
  the	
  McMahon	
  Homestead”	
  
5.  1937	
  (Jan	
  11)	
  Dolan	
  sells	
  to	
  Raymond	
  G.	
  Wolf	
  (of	
  Anchorage)	
  
6.  1937	
  (April	
  23)	
  Wolf	
  sells	
  to	
  Donald	
  A.	
  and	
  Constance	
  S.	
  Woodworth	
  
7.  ???	
  
8.  1940	
  (August	
  5)	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  leasing	
  land	
  to	
  CAA	
  
9.  1941	
  (August	
  23)	
  Rogers	
  is	
  selling	
  lots	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Sub-­‐division	
  
10.  	
  1946	
  (Feb	
  19)	
  Mortgage	
  of	
  Lot	
  1	
  Block	
  2	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  to	
  Lionel	
  and	
  

Josephine	
  Meeker	
  
11. 1948	
  (March	
  29)	
  Rogers	
  selling	
  lots	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Sub-­‐division	
  
12. “Alaska	
  Board	
  of	
  Trade	
  developers”	
  comes	
  on	
  scene	
  somePme	
  in	
  1948-­‐

early	
  1949	
  
13. 1949	
  (July	
  6)	
  “Agreement	
  to	
  sell	
  real	
  property”	
  by	
  Rogers	
  to	
  Alaska	
  Board	
  

of	
  Trade	
  (the	
  majority	
  of	
  the	
  plots	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Sub-­‐division)	
  
14. 1949	
  (August	
  14)	
  Quitclaim	
  Deed	
  from	
  Woodworths	
  to	
  Rogers	
  for	
  the	
  160	
  

acres	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Original	
  (Homestead)	
  Cabin	
  

1953	
  

View	
  across	
  Bannister	
  toward	
  
Sprucewood	
  	
  and	
  the	
  
Chugach	
  Mountains	
  

1953	
  

North	
  side,	
  looking	
  east	
  (renter)	
  

Courtesy	
  Janet	
  Drake	
  

• 	
  Built	
  ~1936?	
  
• 	
  Ray	
  G	
  Wolfe?	
  A	
  Mr	
  Bannister?	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  L.	
  J.	
  Meeker	
  to	
  ~1946-­‐47	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  Ernie	
  &	
  Carie	
  Boyd	
  from	
  
1946/7	
  to	
  1958	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  The	
  Drakes	
  since	
  1958	
  	
  

Lot	
  1	
  of	
  Block	
  2	
  
1335	
  Bannister	
  (now	
  1359)	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Undated	
  Map	
  (pre-­‐1941?)	
  

From	
  Janet	
  Drake:	
  original	
  pencil	
  map	
  found	
  in	
  a	
  closet	
  
in	
  her	
  home,	
  the	
  log	
  cabin	
  on	
  Bannister	
  (Lot	
  #1	
  of	
  Block	
  
#2).	
  Note	
  the	
  road	
  to	
  Anchorage	
  is	
  “East	
  I”.	
  In	
  next	
  map	
  
it	
  will	
  be	
  “OPs	
  Lake	
  Road”.	
  

?	
  



Who	
  Was	
  Rogers?	
  

• 	
  Obituary:	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers,	
  Sr.,	
  1920-­‐1990,	
  “40	
  year	
  resident	
  of	
  
Alaska”	
  born	
  in	
  Idaho.	
  Wife’s	
  name	
  is	
  Beverly.	
  Son	
  Robert	
  Jr,	
  
daughter	
  Beverly	
  Ann	
  

• 	
  Undated	
  early	
  hand-­‐drawn	
  map	
  menPons	
  “Rodert	
  J.	
  Rogers”	
  of	
  
Chicago	
  

• 	
  1941	
  plat	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Subdivision	
  references	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  

• 	
  I	
  spoke	
  with	
  Harley	
  Clough,	
  a	
  Mason	
  in	
  Juneau	
  who	
  knew	
  him:	
  “He	
  
was	
  in	
  Juneau	
  	
  from	
  1954	
  to	
  1970;	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  construcPon	
  business	
  
around	
  town,	
  it	
  folded	
  and	
  he	
  moved	
  to	
  Anchorage.	
  He	
  was	
  5’9”,	
  
bald,	
  and	
  lame	
  in	
  one	
  foot.”	
  He	
  could	
  not	
  locate	
  a	
  photo.	
  

• 	
  Recorders	
  Office	
  documents	
  in	
  1940s	
  and	
  early	
  1950s	
  refer	
  to	
  sales	
  
by	
  “Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  and	
  Dorothy	
  E.	
  Rogers,	
  of	
  Saugatuck,	
  Michigan”	
  



NaPonal	
  Archives	
  II	
  (Maryland)	
  

Files	
  in	
  Record	
  Group	
  207	
  	
  	
  	
  207.9	
  Textual	
  Records	
  (General)	
  1934-­‐70	
  
Includes	
  “Alaskan	
  housing	
  case	
  files,	
  1949-­‐67”	
  

Home	
  Builders-­‐1950	
  

In 1950, a small construction company, “Home Builders”, received $72,000 from FHA

To build 6 houses in Rogers Park. Four were on Galewood, and one was the one my father

bought




NaPonal	
  Archives	
  II	
  (Maryland)	
  

Files	
  in	
  Record	
  Group	
  207	
  	
  	
  	
  207.9	
  Textual	
  Records	
  (General)	
  1934-­‐70	
  
Includes	
  “Alaskan	
  housing	
  case	
  files,	
  1949-­‐67”	
  

Alaska	
  Associates-­‐1953	
   Problems	
  with	
  Gtles	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  Houses	
  

The	
  Title	
  issues	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  resolved	
  unPl	
  July	
  1963.	
  

ALASKA HOUSING PROGRAM             MONTHLY PROJECT REPORT             March 5, 1953


Borrower: Alaska Associates, Inc.          203 Project, 25 single family houses


Bond Issue    Amount: $340,600     10-10-51  1 year, ending 10-10-51, extended to 10-10-53


Remarks: This project is fully completed with approved FHA final inspection reports 
received by AHA. 22 houses have been sold with full down payments, one sold under 
contract for Deed and two have been leased. None of the Notes have been insured by 
FHA due to the Title difficulty which exists in Rogers Park. Kansas City Title has 
promised to rectify this situation as they are vitally interested since a title policy has 
been issued by them. Mr. McAdams of Kansas City Title had promised a visit here about 
January 1 to settle this matter but as yet he has not arrived. ...We are hopeful that the 
Title problem will be satisfied within the next two weeks so that FHA insurance can be 
obtained and ultimate sale of the Mortgages made.




House	
  Burning	
  in	
  	
  
Rogers	
  Park-­‐1950	
  

During	
  the	
  summer	
  of	
  1950,	
  Alvin	
  and	
  Mary	
  Lee	
  Campbell,	
  	
  
African	
  Americans,	
  purchased	
  land	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  (Block	
  28,	
  
Lot	
  1A	
  I	
  believe)	
  from	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  Gatlin	
  Brothers*	
  or	
  an	
  
associate	
  of	
  theirs,	
  and	
  had	
  almost	
  finished	
  construcPon.	
  On	
  
Sunday	
  night,	
  October	
  15,	
  1950,	
  it	
  was	
  torched.	
  The	
  
Campbells	
  were	
  living	
  not	
  far	
  away	
  and	
  when	
  they	
  arrived	
  the	
  
firemen	
  were	
  not	
  doing	
  anything	
  to	
  put	
  out	
  the	
  fire.	
  The	
  day	
  
before,	
  someone	
  told	
  the	
  Campbells	
  “you	
  might	
  finish	
  the	
  
house	
  but	
  you	
  will	
  never	
  enjoy	
  living	
  in	
  it.”	
  

*I	
  have	
  a	
  recollecPon	
  of	
  my	
  mother	
  talking	
  about	
  “the	
  
Gatlin	
  Brothers”.	
  They	
  were	
  the	
  principals	
  of	
  “Alaska	
  Board	
  
of	
  Trade”:	
  Earl	
  and	
  AusPn	
  Gatlin.	
  



Discriminatory	
  	
  Covenant	
  

For	
  a	
  period	
  of	
  Pme,	
  this	
  clause	
  	
  was	
  in	
  
covenants	
  to	
  buyers	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  



Traversie	
  1947	
  …	
  1963	
  
1.	
  1947-­‐April	
   2.	
  1950-­‐June	
  

3.	
  1959-­‐May	
   4.	
  1963-­‐May	
  



“Traversie”	
  

USGS	
  DicPonary	
  of	
  Alaska	
  Place	
  Names	
  



Traversie	
  subdivison	
  	
  1949-­‐51	
  



Memories	
  of	
  “Traversie”	
  

• 	
  	
  He	
  hung	
  out	
  there	
  and	
  caught	
  hell	
  from	
  his	
  Dad	
  (like	
  my	
  brother).	
  People	
  
who	
  lived	
  there	
  were	
  mostly	
  blacks,	
  a	
  few	
  naPves,	
  and	
  almost	
  no	
  whites.	
  	
  

• 	
  Some	
  houses,	
  bars;	
  hooker	
  gals	
  had	
  shacks	
  made	
  out	
  of	
  Pn	
  and	
  tar	
  paper.	
  
Things	
  laid	
  out	
  helter	
  skelter.	
  Old	
  junk	
  yard,	
  cars	
  from	
  ‘20s	
  and	
  ‘30s.	
  Yards	
  
full	
  of	
  chickens,	
  packs	
  of	
  dogs	
  running	
  around.	
  

• 	
  He	
  remembers	
  Club	
  Mambo	
  and	
  other	
  notorious	
  places,	
  also	
  Eldorado	
  
Club	
  there	
  right	
  on	
  Fireweed	
  Lane.	
  He'd	
  go	
  round	
  back	
  of	
  these	
  places	
  and	
  
pick	
  up	
  the	
  pop	
  boeles	
  and	
  take	
  down	
  to	
  the	
  liquor	
  store	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  dime.	
  A	
  
new	
  pool	
  hall/bar	
  was	
  built	
  and	
  then	
  burnt	
  down.	
  

Art	
  Melickian	
  of	
  Palmer	
  (born	
  1948),	
  family	
  lived	
  over	
  there	
  



Joseph	
  David	
  Traversie	
  
Born	
  Oct	
  28,	
  1900	
  in	
  Dewey	
  Co.	
  South	
  Dakota	
  
(Sioux	
  Tribe)	
  

First	
  married	
  to	
  Laura	
  Johnson,	
  with	
  5?	
  
children	
  in	
  SD	
  

“Enlisted	
  8/8/42,	
  Greenlee,	
  AZ;	
  with	
  2	
  years	
  
high	
  school;	
  semi-­‐skilled	
  RR	
  brake-­‐man”	
  

Married	
  Gladys	
  Hazel	
  Samuelson	
  
(	
  born	
  1914	
  Egavik,	
  Alaska,	
  died	
  2003)	
  	
  
maiden	
  name	
  SavePlik,	
  	
  (Eskimo)	
  wife	
  of	
  
Joseph	
  Traversie	
  

Was	
  in	
  Chugiak	
  by	
  1960s,	
  he	
  and	
  Gladys	
  
caretakers	
  for	
  the	
  school.	
  	
  	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  Becky	
  Orford,	
  AK	
  State	
  Library	
  Juneau	
  

Data:	
  Coleen	
  Mielke	
  &	
  Genealogical	
  sources	
  	
  



Joe	
  &	
  Gladys	
  Traversie	
  –	
  Lakota	
  Kennels	
  

“Joe	
  Traversie	
  Team	
  at	
  Hallea	
  Lodge	
  –	
  Race	
  on	
  Lake	
  Lucille,	
  Wasilla”	
  
Reddington	
  Family	
  CollecPon,	
  Anchorage	
  Museum	
  



Joseph	
  David	
  Traversie	
  
Family	
  sources:	
  

Patsy	
  Traversie	
  (83	
  yrs	
  old,	
  in	
  Kodiak);	
  Joe	
  
was	
  her	
  uncle,	
  served	
  in	
  Alaska	
  in	
  WW2,	
  	
  
stayed	
  a^er	
  war.	
  Some	
  story	
  about	
  him	
  
and	
  Fire	
  Island.	
  Known	
  as	
  “The	
  Chief”.He	
  
died	
  in	
  a	
  car	
  wreck	
  a	
  couple	
  years	
  before	
  
she	
  came	
  to	
  Alaska	
  (with	
  Ken	
  Hinchey,	
  
former	
  Anchorage	
  mayor)	
  	
  8/15/11	
  

Pandora	
  Traversie	
  (WA	
  state):	
  Joe	
  was	
  her	
  
grandfather.	
  He	
  was	
  the	
  black	
  sheep	
  of	
  the	
  
family.	
  Robbing	
  banks	
  in	
  30s;	
  convicted	
  of	
  
robbing	
  bank	
  in	
  Chamberlin	
  SD	
  and	
  given	
  
opPon	
  of	
  joining	
  military	
  and	
  going	
  to	
  
front	
  lines,	
  or	
  jail.	
  Somehow	
  ended	
  up	
  in	
  
Alaska,	
  loved	
  it	
  and	
  stayed.	
  Married	
  
Gladys,	
  no	
  biological	
  children,	
  one	
  
adopted.	
  



Traversie	
  Urban	
  Renewal-­‐1958	
  

(Thanks	
  to	
  Bruce	
  Merrell)	
  

March	
  1,	
  1958	
  	
  Anchorage	
  Daily	
  News	
   March	
  2,	
  1961	
  	
  Anchorage	
  Daily	
  News	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority	
  records	
  

“Northern	
  Lights	
  Urban	
  Renewal	
  Project,	
  R-­‐12”	
  

Some	
  relevant	
  highlights	
  in	
  the	
  Alaska	
  Archives:	
  

• 	
  January	
  1959:	
  $10,000	
  of	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority	
  and	
  Rogers	
  
Parks	
  funds	
  embezzled	
  by	
  the	
  AHA	
  staff	
  member	
  Alpha	
  Berfield	
  

• 	
  January	
  1960:	
  AK	
  Supreme	
  Courts	
  puts	
  roadblocks	
  up	
  to	
  AHA’s	
  
condemnaPon	
  proceedings	
  to	
  acquire	
  land	
  for	
  urban	
  renewal	
  

• 	
  April	
  1960:	
  $278,000	
  allocated	
  for	
  R-­‐12,	
  Project	
  Proposal	
  voted	
  
on	
  by	
  AHA	
  

• 	
  October	
  1960:	
  Revised	
  Proposal	
  for	
  R-­‐12	
  

• 	
  January	
  1961:	
  Yet	
  another	
  revised	
  proposal	
  for	
  R-­‐12	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority,	
  Box	
  10314,	
  4/19/65	
  aeachment	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  
AK	
  Housing	
  Authority,	
  
	
  Box	
  10320,	
  Jan	
  11,	
  
1961,	
  aeachment	
  

January	
  11,	
  1961	
  



1. Who	
  was	
  Rogers?	
  
2. Who	
  built	
  the	
  oldest	
  cabin	
  in	
  RP?	
  When?	
  
3.  How	
  did	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  sub-­‐division	
  come	
  to	
  be?	
  
4. Who	
  was	
  Joe	
  Traversie?	
  
5. What	
  was	
  the	
  AfricanAmerican	
  sub-­‐division	
  across	
  

Fireweed	
  Lane?	
  Who	
  lived	
  there?	
  
6. Why	
  was	
  it	
  “urban	
  renewed”	
  away	
  in	
  the	
  1960s?	
  

Some	
  Answers	
  but	
  sPll	
  Some	
  QuesPons	
  



• 	
  Janet	
  Drake	
  
• 	
  Wilda	
  Hudson	
  
• 	
  Paul	
  Reich	
  
• 	
  Noel	
  Nelson	
  
• 	
  Coleen	
  Mielke	
  (Chugiak)	
  
• 	
  Stephen	
  Sparks	
  (AeroMetric)	
  	
  
• 	
  Sara	
  	
  Piasecki,	
  Teressa	
  Williams	
  
(Atwood	
  Resource	
  Center)	
  
• 	
  Eugene	
  Morris	
  (NARA	
  II)	
  
• 	
  Bruce	
  Parham	
  (NARA-­‐Anchorage)	
  
• 	
  Bruce	
  Merrell	
  
• 	
  Ric	
  Wilson	
  
• 	
  Meg	
  Hayes	
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