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Harold	
  Fournelle	
  1950	
  	
  
In	
  1950,	
  he	
  joined	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Public	
  Health	
  Service	
  as	
  a	
  commissioned	
  officer	
  and	
  
had	
  two	
  job	
  possibiliYes:	
  CincinnaY	
  Ohio	
  or	
  Anchorage	
  Alaska.	
  He	
  drove	
  his	
  1950	
  
Ford	
  up	
  the	
  Alcan	
  Highway,	
  arriving	
  Anchorage	
  August	
  11.	
  He	
  was	
  	
  41	
  years	
  old.	
  

August	
  16	
  	
  he	
  sent	
  Louise	
  this	
  postcard.	
  “…I	
  have	
  circled	
  where	
  I	
  am	
  staying.	
  	
  A.	
  appears	
  
to	
  be	
  a	
  nice	
  town.	
  There	
  are	
  many	
  fine	
  shops	
  here	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  in	
  many	
  respects.	
  
It	
  would	
  be	
  wonderful	
  if	
  you	
  and	
  the	
  boys	
  cold	
  be	
  here.	
  Hope	
  it	
  won’t	
  be	
  too	
  long.”	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1950	
  	
  

August	
  23,	
  1950	
  

Galewood	
  :	
  	
  	
  104	
  …	
  then	
  2511	
  …	
  then	
  2503	
  …	
  today	
  2513	
  
September	
  3,	
  1950	
   September	
  30,	
  1950	
  

Aug	
  24.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
My	
  dear	
  Louise	
  –	
  

	
  	
  	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  fellows	
  here	
  told	
  me	
  about	
  a	
  building	
  constructor	
  who	
  was	
  
building	
  new	
  homes.	
  I	
  went	
  over	
  there	
  then	
  and	
  made	
  an	
  inquiry.	
  They	
  took	
  me	
  
out	
  to	
  a	
  new	
  addiYon	
  being	
  built	
  up.	
  It’s	
  known	
  as	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  and	
  apparently	
  
was	
  started	
  about	
  a	
  year	
  ago.	
  The	
  homes	
  out	
  there	
  now	
  are	
  very	
  nice.	
  They	
  
showed	
  me	
  2	
  houses	
  they	
  have	
  lef.	
  They	
  are	
  well	
  under	
  way	
  in	
  construcYon	
  
and	
  are	
  scheduled	
  to	
  be	
  completed	
  by	
  Oct	
  1.	
  The	
  enYre	
  building	
  project	
  in	
  
Rogers	
  Park	
  is	
  financed	
  through	
  the	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority.	
  	
  	
  

	
  He	
  acquired	
  a	
  $14,000	
  25-­‐year	
  mortgage.	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  in	
  the	
  1950s	
  

John	
  and	
  Joe	
  	
  December	
  1950	
   January	
  1954:	
  Flooding	
  Back	
  Yard	
  

Summer	
  1951	
  
ConstrucYng	
  Oil	
  Shed	
  

Meter	
  Readers	
  January	
  1956	
  
Summer	
  1952	
  



Lake	
  OYs	
  Elementary	
  1957	
  

Middle:	
  Bill	
  Cummings,	
  Dorothy	
  Traversie,	
  Ralph	
  Belden,	
  Vivian	
  Meekens,	
  Mary	
  Howard,	
  Alex	
  Binek,	
  Gale	
  
Biederman,	
  Kenneth	
  Comstalk,	
  John	
  Rail	
  
BoVom:	
  Terese	
  McLoud,	
  PaVy	
  Armstrong,	
  Janice	
  Cutler,	
  Stanley	
  Kehl,	
  Ann	
  McInnes,	
  Norman	
  Bailey,	
  Barbara	
  
Zollar,	
  Pamela	
  Radcliffe	
  

Top:	
  Mrs.	
  Selma	
  Wiese,	
  Dixie	
  McCree,	
  Randy	
  Eley,	
  Billy	
  Kind,	
  Nancy	
  Knedelik,	
  Bobby	
  
Ball,	
  Rickie	
  Greenwood,	
  Frances	
  Lakiseen(?),	
  John	
  Fournelle,	
  Janet	
  Calerak	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1951	
  …	
  2009	
  
• 	
  I	
  take	
  a	
  working	
  vacaYon	
  in	
  summer	
  2009,	
  house	
  siong	
  on	
  CoVonwood	
  
• 	
  My	
  brother	
  asks	
  me	
  to	
  try	
  to	
  find	
  info	
  about	
  “plane	
  crash	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  in	
  
1951”	
  (he	
  scanned	
  and	
  emailed	
  me	
  the	
  clipping	
  our	
  mother	
  kept)	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1951	
  …	
  2009	
  
• 	
  	
  Afer	
  several	
  hours	
  	
  in	
  ANC	
  library	
  I	
  find	
  it	
  –	
  Sept	
  5,	
  1951	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  1951	
  …	
  2009	
  
• I	
  talk	
  with	
  neighbors	
  Paul	
  
Reich	
  and	
  Noel	
  Nelson	
  
about	
  RP	
  history	
  
• 	
  I	
  learn	
  that	
  Wilda	
  
Hudson	
  is	
  “old	
  Ymer”	
  and	
  
I	
  go	
  talk	
  with	
  her	
  and	
  she	
  
menYons	
  the	
  “community	
  
that	
  was	
  urban-­‐renewed	
  
away”	
  
• 	
  	
  I	
  ask	
  my	
  brother	
  Joe	
  if	
  
he	
  remembers	
  the	
  
African-­‐American	
  
community	
  across	
  
Fireweed…	
  	
  
• 	
  And	
  this	
  project	
  starts…	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  Plat	
  -­‐	
  1953	
  
In	
  2009,	
  searching	
  both	
  online	
  and	
  downtown	
  I	
  found	
  something…	
  

Drawing	
  dated	
  March	
  1953,	
  cerYfied	
  April	
  1953,	
  of	
  original	
  plat	
  P-­‐20	
  filed	
  April	
  	
  1941	
  
and	
  plat	
  P140	
  filed	
  June	
  1949.	
  And	
  shows	
  old	
  names	
  I	
  couldn’t	
  remember:	
  Eastway	
  
(E.	
  26),	
  Snowcap	
  Drive	
  (E.	
  27),	
  	
  and	
  Birchwood	
  (Redwood)	
  



Aerial	
  Photos	
  
On	
  my	
  last	
  day	
  here	
  in	
  August	
  2009	
  I	
  find	
  where	
  to	
  locate	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  aerial	
  photos	
  of	
  
Anchorage	
  going	
  back	
  to	
  pre-­‐1950s….	
  Aero-­‐Metric	
  at	
  Merrill	
  Field	
  

1947	
  



Aerial	
  Photos	
  
On	
  my	
  last	
  day	
  here	
  in	
  August	
  2009	
  I	
  find	
  where	
  to	
  locate	
  a	
  series	
  of	
  aerial	
  photos	
  of	
  
Anchorage	
  going	
  back	
  to	
  pre-­‐1950s….	
  Aero-­‐Metric	
  at	
  Merrill	
  Field	
  

1947	
  



Aerial	
  Photo-­‐1950	
  



Aerial	
  Photo	
  -­‐	
  1959	
  



QuesYons	
  
What	
  was	
  the	
  early	
  development	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Park?	
  

Who	
  was	
  Rogers?	
  

What	
  was	
  that	
  community	
  across	
  Fireweed	
  Lane?	
  

What	
  happened	
  to	
  it?	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  Becky	
  Orford,	
  AK	
  State	
  Library	
  Juneau	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Undated	
  Map	
  (1936?-­‐1941?)	
  

From	
  Janet	
  Drake:	
  original	
  pencil	
  map	
  found	
  in	
  a	
  closet	
  
in	
  her	
  home,	
  the	
  log	
  cabin	
  on	
  Bannister	
  (Lot	
  #1	
  of	
  Block	
  
#2).	
  Note	
  the	
  road	
  to	
  Anchorage	
  is	
  “East	
  I”.	
  In	
  next	
  map	
  
it	
  will	
  be	
  “OYs	
  Lake	
  Road”.	
  

?	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  Original	
  (Homestead)	
  Cabin	
  

1953	
  

View	
  across	
  Bannister	
  toward	
  
Sprucewood	
  	
  and	
  the	
  
Chugach	
  Mountains	
  

1953	
  

North	
  side,	
  looking	
  east	
  (renter)	
  

Courtesy	
  Janet	
  Drake	
  

• 	
  Built	
  ~1936?	
  
• 	
  Ray	
  G	
  Wolfe?	
  A	
  Mr	
  Bannister?	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  L.	
  J.	
  Meeker	
  to	
  ~1946-­‐47	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  Ernie	
  &	
  Carie	
  Boyd	
  from	
  
1946/7	
  to	
  1958	
  
• 	
  Owned	
  by	
  The	
  Drakes	
  since	
  1958	
  	
  

1335	
  Bannister	
  (now	
  1359)	
  



1941	
  (pre	
  War)	
  
Rogers	
  Subdivision	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  June	
  1949	
  
From	
  NaYonal	
  
Archives	
  II	
  
(Maryland),	
  	
  
RG207	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  …	
  June	
  1949	
  
From	
  NaYonal	
  
Archives	
  II	
  
(Maryland),	
  	
  
RG207	
  



Rogers	
  Park…original	
  homesteading	
  

Courtesy	
  of	
  Meg	
  Hayes	
  



Who	
  Was	
  Rogers?	
  

• 	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers,	
  Sr.,	
  1920-­‐1990,	
  “40	
  year	
  resident	
  of	
  Alaska”	
  born	
  in	
  
Idaho,	
  according	
  to	
  obituary	
  	
  
• 	
  undated	
  (early?)	
  map	
  menYons	
  “Rodert	
  J.	
  Rogers”	
  of	
  Chicago	
  	
  
• 	
  1941	
  map	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Subdivision	
  references	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  
• 	
  married	
  Beverly	
  
• 	
  I	
  spoke	
  with	
  Harley	
  Clough,	
  a	
  Mason	
  in	
  Juneau	
  who	
  knew	
  him:	
  “He	
  was	
  in	
  
Juneau	
  	
  from	
  1954	
  to	
  1970;	
  he	
  had	
  a	
  construcYon	
  business	
  around	
  town,	
  it	
  
folded	
  and	
  he	
  moved	
  to	
  Anchorage.	
  He	
  was	
  5’9”,	
  bald,	
  and	
  lame	
  in	
  one	
  
foot.”	
  
• 	
  Record	
  in	
  Juneau	
  Masons	
  on	
  internet:	
  Juneau	
  Chapter	
  #7	
  Eastern	
  Star	
  
Beverly	
  B.	
  Rogers	
  1962	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  ;	
  Grand	
  High	
  Priest	
  1978	
  –	
  1979	
  	
  
MEC	
  Robert	
  J.	
  Rogers	
  



Rogers	
  Park	
  in	
  NaYonal	
  and	
  State	
  Archives	
  
There	
  is	
  a	
  record	
  in	
  NaYonal	
  Archive	
  II	
  (Maryland)	
  documents	
  in	
  RG207,	
  
documenYng	
  relaYons	
  between	
  the	
  Federal	
  Housing	
  Authority	
  and	
  Alaska	
  
Housing	
  Authority:	
  both	
  in	
  providing	
  funding	
  for	
  building	
  homes	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park,	
  
and	
  in	
  “Urban	
  Renewal”	
  of	
  the	
  adjacent	
  Traversie	
  sub-­‐division.	
  

	
  In	
  1950,	
  the	
  Home	
  Builders	
  company	
  received	
  an	
  FHA	
  loan	
  of	
  $72K	
  for	
  
building	
  6	
  houses	
  in	
  Rogers	
  Park;	
  my	
  father	
  bought	
  one,	
  2503	
  
Galewood,	
  where	
  our	
  family	
  lived	
  from	
  1950-­‐59.	
  	
  

Also,	
  a	
  Sacramento	
  builder	
  formed	
  "Alaska	
  Associates,	
  Inc"	
  and	
  
received	
  a	
  2	
  year	
  loan	
  of	
  	
  $340K	
  in	
  October	
  1951	
  to	
  build	
  25	
  houses	
  in	
  
Rogers	
  Park.	
  	
  

The	
  NARA	
  files	
  record	
  much	
  controversy	
  over	
  finances,	
  workmanship	
  
and	
  Ztles	
  for	
  this	
  later	
  project.	
  

The	
  State	
  Archives	
  in	
  Juneau	
  have	
  preserved	
  the	
  extensive	
  files	
  of	
  the	
  Alaska	
  
Housing	
  Authority,	
  which	
  give	
  documentaYon	
  on	
  the	
  statewide	
  urban	
  renewal	
  
projects	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  issues	
  with	
  builders	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  



NaYonal	
  Archives	
  II	
  (Maryland)	
  

Files	
  in	
  Record	
  Group	
  207	
  
207.9	
  Textual	
  Records	
  (General)	
  1934-­‐70	
  
Includes	
  “Alaskan	
  housing	
  case	
  files,	
  1949-­‐67”	
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Alaska	
  Associates-­‐1953	
   Problems	
  with	
  Ztles	
  of	
  Rogers	
  Park	
  Houses	
  

The	
  issues	
  would	
  not	
  be	
  resolved	
  unYl	
  July	
  1963.	
  



NaYonal	
  Archives	
  II	
  (Maryland)	
  
Alaskan	
  Urban	
  Renewal	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Files	
  in	
  Record	
  Group	
  207	
  



Traversie	
  Urban	
  Renewal-­‐1958	
  

(Thanks	
  to	
  Bruce	
  Merrell)	
  

March	
  1,	
  1958	
  	
  Anchorage	
  Daily	
  News	
  



Traversie	
  Urban	
  Renewal	
  -­‐	
  1958	
  
Daily	
  News	
  vintage	
  1958	
  ediYon	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Anchorage	
  Daily	
  News	
  -­‐	
  

Plans	
  For	
  New	
  Schools	
  are	
  OK'd	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  By	
  VIRGINIA	
  O'REILLY	
  	
  Daily	
  News	
  Staff	
  Writer	
  

(Aug.	
  13,	
  1958)	
  School	
  board	
  members	
  last	
  night	
  approved	
  a	
  three-­‐point	
  program	
  which	
  calls	
  for	
  the	
  
construcYon	
  of	
  a	
  third	
  junior	
  high	
  school,	
  the	
  acquisiYon	
  of	
  a	
  40-­‐acre	
  tract	
  in	
  Traversie	
  subdivision	
  for	
  a	
  high	
  
school	
  and	
  a	
  complete	
  reorganizaYon	
  of	
  the	
  present	
  school	
  system	
  in	
  1960.	
  

	
  	
  	
  In	
  presenYng	
  the	
  program,	
  Hillis	
  K.	
  Idlemen,	
  superintendent	
  of	
  schools,	
  urged	
  its	
  quick	
  adopYon	
  
because	
  of	
  the	
  increasing	
  school	
  populaYon	
  and	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  	
  have	
  sufficient	
  Yme	
  for	
  planning	
  and	
  	
  construcYon	
  
of	
  new	
  junior	
  and	
  senior	
  high	
  schools.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  new	
  program	
  provides	
  for	
  the	
  immediate	
  modificaYon	
  of	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  Orah	
  Dee	
  Clark	
  Junior	
  High	
  School,	
  
which	
  is	
  now	
  under	
  construcYon	
  in	
  Mountain	
  View,	
  to	
  fit	
  the	
  20-­‐acre	
  site	
  adjoining	
  Lake	
  OYs	
  school	
  for	
  a	
  third	
  
junior	
  high	
  school.	
  ConstrucYon	
  will	
  begin	
  in	
  the	
  spring	
  of	
  1959.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  school	
  district	
  will	
  begin	
  immediately	
  to	
  plan	
  for	
  a	
  second	
  high	
  school	
  to	
  be	
  located	
  in	
  thevTraversie	
  
subdivision	
  or	
  on	
  land	
  presently	
  under	
  lease	
  by	
  the	
  district	
  on	
  Bragaw	
  Street	
  in	
  Mountain	
  View	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  school	
  board	
  will	
  make	
  applicaYon	
  for	
  a	
  40-­‐acre	
  tract	
  of	
  land	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  high	
  school.	
  Board	
  members	
  
agreed	
  to	
  pay	
  up	
  to	
  $65,000	
  for	
  the	
  land.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  The	
  choice	
  of	
  the	
  second	
  high	
  school’s	
  locaYon	
  will	
  depend	
  on	
  how	
  fast	
  the	
  urban	
  renewal	
  program	
  goes	
  
through	
  and	
  how	
  soon	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  can	
  gain	
  possession	
  of	
  the	
  Bragaw	
  Street	
  locaYon,	
  which	
  currently	
  is	
  
under	
  lease	
  to	
  a	
  gravel	
  quarry	
  operator.	
  

Courtesy	
  Bruce	
  Merrell	
  



Traversie	
  Urban	
  Renewal-­‐1961	
  

(Thanks	
  to	
  Bruce	
  Merrell)	
  

March	
  2,	
  1961	
  	
  Anchorage	
  Daily	
  News	
  



Joseph	
  David	
  Traversie	
  
Data	
  from	
  Coleen	
  Mielke	
  and	
  
Geneological	
  sources	
  	
  

Born	
  Oct	
  28,	
  1900	
  in	
  Dewey	
  Co.	
  South	
  
Dakota	
  (Sioux	
  Tribe)	
  

First	
  married	
  to	
  Laura	
  Johnson,	
  with	
  5?	
  
children	
  in	
  SD	
  

“Enlisted	
  8/8/42,	
  Greenlee,	
  AZ;	
  with	
  2	
  
years	
  high	
  school;	
  semi-­‐skilled	
  RR	
  brake-­‐
man”	
  

Married	
  Gladys	
  Hazel	
  Samuelson	
  
(	
  born	
  1914	
  Egavik,	
  Alaska,	
  died	
  2003)	
  	
  
maiden	
  name	
  SaveYlik,	
  	
  (Eskimo)	
  wife	
  of	
  
Joseph	
  Traversie	
  

Thanks	
  to	
  Becky	
  Orford,	
  AK	
  State	
  Library	
  Juneau	
  



Joe	
  &	
  Gladys	
  Traversie	
  –	
  Lakota	
  Kennels	
  



Joseph	
  David	
  Traversie	
  
Family	
  sources:	
  

Patsy	
  Traversie	
  (83	
  yrs	
  old,	
  in	
  Kodiak);	
  Joe	
  
was	
  her	
  uncle,	
  served	
  in	
  Alaska	
  in	
  WW2,	
  	
  
stayed	
  afer	
  war.	
  Some	
  story	
  about	
  him	
  
and	
  Fire	
  Island.	
  Known	
  as	
  “The	
  Chief”.He	
  
died	
  in	
  a	
  car	
  wreck	
  a	
  couple	
  years	
  before	
  
she	
  came	
  to	
  Alaska	
  (with	
  Ken	
  Hinchey,	
  
former	
  Anchorage	
  mayor)	
  	
  8/15/11	
  

Pandora	
  Traversie	
  (WA	
  state):	
  Joe	
  was	
  her	
  
grandfather.	
  Was	
  the	
  black	
  sheep	
  of	
  the	
  
family.	
  Robbing	
  banks	
  in	
  30s;	
  convicted	
  of	
  
robbing	
  bank	
  in	
  Chamberlin	
  SD	
  and	
  given	
  
opYon	
  of	
  joining	
  military	
  and	
  going	
  to	
  
front	
  lines,	
  or	
  jail.	
  Somehow	
  ended	
  up	
  in	
  
Alaska,	
  loved	
  it	
  and	
  stayed.	
  Married	
  
Gladys,	
  no	
  biological	
  children,	
  one	
  
adopted.	
  



Joseph	
  David	
  Traversie	
  
Was	
  in	
  Chugiak	
  by	
  1960s,	
  he	
  and	
  Gladys	
  
caretakers	
  for	
  the	
  school.	
  	
  	
  



J.	
  Traversie	
  –	
  Plat	
  1949-­‐51	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority	
  records	
  

“Northern	
  Lights	
  Urban	
  Renewal	
  Project,	
  R-­‐12”	
  

Some	
  relevant	
  highlights	
  in	
  the	
  Alaska	
  Archives:	
  
• 	
  January	
  1959:	
  $10,000	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority	
  and	
  Rogers	
  
Parks	
  funds	
  embezzled	
  by	
  the	
  AHA	
  staff	
  member	
  Alpha	
  Berfield	
  
• 	
  January	
  1960:	
  AK	
  Supreme	
  Courts	
  puts	
  roadblocks	
  up	
  to	
  
AHA’s	
  condemnaYon	
  proceedings	
  to	
  acquire	
  land	
  for	
  urban	
  
renewal	
  
• 	
  April	
  1960:	
  $278,000	
  allocated	
  for	
  R-­‐12,	
  Project	
  Proposal	
  
voted	
  on	
  by	
  AHA	
  
• 	
  October	
  1960:	
  Revised	
  Proposal	
  for	
  R-­‐12	
  
• 	
  January	
  1961:	
  Yet	
  another	
  revised	
  proposal	
  for	
  R-­‐12	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority,	
  Box	
  10314,	
  4/19/65	
  aVachment	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority,	
  
	
  Box	
  10320,	
  Jan	
  11,	
  1961,	
  aVachment	
  

January	
  11,	
  1961	
  



Juneau	
  State	
  Archives	
  	
  AK	
  Housing	
  Authority,	
  
	
  Box	
  10320,	
  April	
  26,	
  1961,	
  aVachment	
  

April	
  26,	
  1961	
  


