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StreamStream –– body of water body of water 
that flows and is normally that flows and is normally 
confined to a channelconfined to a channel

Stream valleyStream valley -- sloping sloping 
area around the streamarea around the stream

Stream channelStream channel -- bottom bottom 
of valleyof valley

FloodplainFloodplain -- plain plain 
bordering a river that is bordering a river that is 
prone to floodingprone to flooding



2



3

A key principle – when streams SLOW DOWN, they become 
less capable of carrying sediment. Some sediment carried by 
the stream may thus settle down to the stream bed.
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Why is this sandbar here ?
Little Colorado River Colorado River

X
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Bighorn River = antecedent river, cuts Sheep Mountain anticline
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Effects of river erosion through 
physical abrasion of river bed
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Wisconsin River sand “bar” (mega-ripple!)
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Stream’s ability to carry sediment depends strongly on its velocity. 
Hence, slowdown in velocity can cause stream to DROP part of 
sediment that it carries. Slowdowns occur where mountain streams
enter adjacent valleys – form alluvial fans.
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